VACCINE INFORMATION STATEMENT

RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus) Vaccine:

What You Need to Know

Many vaccine information statements are
available in Spanish and other languages.
See www.immunize.org/vis

Hojas de informacion sobre vacunas estan
disponibles en espafiol y en muchos otros
idiomas. Visite www.immunize.org/vis

1. Why get vaccinated?

RSV vaccine can prevent lower respiratory tract

disease caused by respiratory syncytial virus (RSV).

RSV is a common respiratory virus that usually
causes mild, cold-like symptoms.

RSV is usually spread through direct contact with
the virus, such as droplets from another person’s
cough or sneeze contacting your eyes, nose, or
mouth. It can also be spread by touching a surface
that has the virus on it, like a doorknob, and then
touching your face before washing your hands.

RSV can cause illness in people of all ages but may
be especially serious for infants and older adults.
Infants and older adults with chronic medical
conditions like heart or lung disease, weakened
immune systems, or who live in nursing homes or
long-term care facilities, are at highest risk of serious
illness and complications from RSV.

Symptoms of RSV infection may include runny
nose, decrease in appetite, coughing, sneezing,
fever, or wheezing. Most people recover in a

week or two, but RSV can be serious, resulting in
shortness of breath and low oxygen levels. RSV can
also sometimes lead to worsening of other medical
conditions such as asthma, chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (a chronic disease of the lungs
that makes it hard to breathe), or congestive heart
failure (when the heart can’t pump enough blood
and oxygen through the body).

Older adults and infants who get very sick from RSV
may need to be hospitalized. Some may even die.

2. RSV vaccine

CDC recommends adults 60 years and older
may receive a single dose of RSV vaccine, based
on discussions between the patient and health
care provider.

RSV vaccine may be given at the same time as
other vaccines.

3. Talk with your health
care provider

Tell your vaccination provider if the person getting

the vaccine:

* Has had an allergic reaction after a previous
dose of RSV vaccine, or has any severe,
life-threatening allergies

In some cases, your health care provider may decide
to postpone RSV vaccination until a future visit.

People with minor illnesses, such as a cold, may be
vaccinated. People who are moderately or severely ill
should usually wait until they recover before getting
RSV vaccine.

Your health care provider can give you more
information.
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4. Risks of a vaccine reaction

* Pain, redness, and swelling where the shot is given,
fatigue (feeling tired), fever, headache, nausea,
diarrhea, and muscle or joint pain can happen after
RSV vaccination.

Serious neurologic conditions, including Guillain-
Barré syndrome (GBS), have been reported very
rarely after RSV vaccination in clinical trials. It is
unclear whether the vaccine caused these events.

People sometimes faint after medical procedures,
including vaccination. Tell your provider if you feel
dizzy or have vision changes or ringing in the ears.

As with any medicine, there is a very remote chance
of a vaccine causing a severe allergic reaction, other
serious injury, or death.

6. How can | learn more?

5. What if there is a serious
problem?

An allergic reaction could occur after the vaccinated
person leaves the clinic. If you see signs of a

severe allergic reaction (hives, swelling of the face
and throat, difficulty breathing, a fast heartbeat,
dizziness, or weakness), call 9-1-1 and get the person
to the nearest hospital.

For other signs that concern you, call your health
care provider.

Adverse reactions should be reported to the Vaccine
Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS). Your
health care provider will usually file this report, or
you can do it yourself. Visit the VAERS website at
www.vaers.hhs.gov or call 1-800-822-7967. VAERS
is only for reporting reactions, and VAERS staff
members do not give medical advice.

* Ask your health care provider.

* Call your local or state health department.

* Visit the website of the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) for vaccine package inserts
and additional information at www.fda.gov/
vaccines-blood-biologics/vaccines

* Contact the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC):

- Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO) or
- Visit CDC’s website at www.cdc.gov/vaccines.
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Immunization Registry Notice to Patients and Parents

Immunizations or ‘shots’ prevent serious diseases. Tuberculosis (TB) screening tests help to determine if
you may have TB infection and can be required for school or work. Keeping track of shots/TB tests you
have received can be hard. It's especially hard if more than one doctor gave them. Today, doctors use a
secure computer system called an immunization registry to keep track of shots and TB tests. If you change
doctors, your new doctor can use the registry to see the shot/TB test record. It's your right to choose if you
want shot/TB test records shared in the California Immunization Registry.

How Does a Registry Help You?

= Keeps track of all shots and TB tests (skin tests/chest x-rays), so you don’t miss any or get too many
= Sends reminders when you or your child need shots

= Gives you a copy of the shot/TB record from the doctor

= Can show proof about shots/TB tests needed to start child care, school, or a new job

How Does a Registry Help Your Health Care Team?

Doctors, nurses, health plans, and public health agencies use the registry to:

= See which shots/TB tests are needed = Prevent disease in your community
= Remind you about shots needed = Help with record-keeping

Can Schools or Other Programs See the Registry?

Yes, but this is limited. Schools, child care, and other agencies allowed under California law may:
= See which shots/TB tests children in their programs need

= Make sure children have all shots/TB tests needed to start child care or school

What Information Can Be Shared in a Registry?
= patient’s name, sex, and birth date = limited information to identify patients
= parents’ or guardians’ names = details about a patient’s shots/TB tests

What's entered in the registry is treated like other private medical information. Misuse of the registry can be
punished by law. Under California law, only your doctor’s office, health plan, or public health department
may see your address and phone number.

Patient and Parent Rights

It's your legal right to ask:

= not to share your (or your child’s) registry shot/TB test records with others besides your doctor”
= not to get shot appointment reminders from your doctor’s office

= to look at a copy of your or your child’s shot/TB test records

= who has seen the records or to have the doctor change any mistakes

If you DO want your or your child’s records in the registry, do nothing. You're all done.

If you DO NOT want your doctor’s office to share your immunization/TB test information with other registry
users, tell your doctor or download a “Decline or Start Sharing/Information Request Form” from the CAIR
website (http://cairweb.org/cair-forms/) and FAX or email it to the CAIR Help Desk at 1-888-436-8320 or
CAIRHelpDesk@cdph.ca.qgov.

For more information, contact the CAIR Help Desk at 800-578-7889 or CAIRHelpDesk@cdph.ca.gov

* By law, public health officials can also look at the registry in the case of a public health emergency.
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